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Featured July articles:  

Better Than Cure 
 Economist 19-Jun-08 
 In men with early prostate cancer, low-fat, whole-food, plant-based  
 diet, stress management, moderate exercise, "psychosocial group  
 support" the activity of 500+ genes was altered in the prostate in a way 
 that might be expected to help fight cancer. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11579121 
 

Japanese Scientists Create Diesel-producing Algae 
 Leo Lewis Times Online 14-Jun-08 
 Scientist's vision of transforming Japan from an energy importer into  
 an oil exporter arises from the extraordinary properties of the  
 Botryococcus braunii algae: give the microscopic green strands enough  
 light and carbon dioxide Ð and they excrete oil. 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article4133633.ece 
 

The Adaptive Advantage 
 Graham Nicholls, Damian  Applied Clinical Trials 01-Jun-08 
 McEntegart, Bill Byrom 

 Cutting Phase III development by just one month can save around $6  
 million based on average industry costs. Discusses how adaptive trials  
 can enhance dose selection and reduce time between phases. 
http://appliedclinicaltrialsonline.findpharma.com/appliedclinicaltrials/ArticleStandard/Article/detail/522056 
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In this articles section: links to 63 free Web articles in 14 major categories.  
 
The major categories are in alphabetical order and further subdivided to make it easy for you to 
locate news and developments in technology, the business and the markets in the life science 
areas of interest to you.  
 
Note: if the links donÕt connect you directly, please copy and paste the entire URL into your 
web browser. 
 
Here are the major categories and the page where each category starts:  
 
Agri-Biotech (1 article) Ð Page 2 
Biobusiness Management (8 articles) Ð Page 2 
Clinical Trials (2 articles) Ð Page 4 
Diagnostic Tools (2 articles) Ð Page 4  
Industry (7 articles) Ð Page 5 
Investments/Government Support (1 article) Ð Page 6 
Novel Applications (1 article) Ð Page 7 
Organizations (1 article) Ð Page 7 
Personalized Medicine (4 articles) Ð Page 7 
Platform Technologies (5 articles) Ð Page 8 
Research Advancements (5 articles) Ð Page 9 
Research Tools (16 articles) Ð Page 10 
Strategic Relationships (6 articles) Ð Page 13  
Therapeutic Category (4 articles) Ð Page 15 

 

 AGRI-BIOTECH 

 Subcategory: Energy/ Fuel 
 Japanese Scientists Create Diesel-producing Algae 
 Leo Lewis Times Online 14-Jun-08 
 Scientist's vision of transforming Japan from an energy importer into  
 an oil exporter arises from the extraordinary properties of the  
 Botryococcus braunii algae: give the microscopic green strands enough  
 light and carbon dioxide Ð and they excrete oil. 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article4133633.ece 

 

 BIOBUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
 Subcategory: Bioethics 
 Ethics and Leadership 
 Great Leadership 20-Jun-08 
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 A story of seeds and based on an old Chinese folk tale called The  
 Empty Pot. Moral: be careful what you plant now; it will determine  
 what you will reap later. 
http://greatleadershipbydan.blogspot.com/2008/06/ethics-and-leadership.html 

 Subcategory: Bioinformatics 
 NIH Wants Support for Bioinformatics Program 
 William Welsh Washington Technology 11-Jul-08 
 The National Institutes of Health wants information from contractors  
 on their ability to provide portal and data center services essential to  
 its Bionformatics Resource Centers program. NIH is specifically  
 encouraging small businesses. 
http://www.washingtontechnology.com/online/1_1/33144-1.html 

 Subcategory: Financial Management (not funding) 
 A Dow Jones for Sites 
 Andrew Snyder Applied Clinical Trials 01-Jul-08 
 Losing money may be a significant reason why many health care  
 institutions and principal investigators are terminating their clinical  
 research programs. Of all principal investigators in the U.S., half  
 choose never to conduct another clinical trial. 
http://appliedclinicaltrialsonline.findpharma.com/appliedclinicaltrials/ArticleStandard/Article/detail/527740 
 

 Subcategory: Government/ Approvals 
 EU Imbalances in Risks and Benefits 
 Peter O'Donnell Applied Clinical Trials 01-Jun-08 
 O'Donnell reports that the EU is trying to assess in advance the  
 feasibility of possible changes to its rules on medical devices. It asks  
 respondents to include in their answers as much social and economic  
 data as possible. 
http://appliedclinicaltrialsonline.findpharma.com/appliedclinicaltrials/ArticleStandard/Article/detail/522047 

 Subcategory: M&A Activities 
 Analyst Says Bristol-Myers A Buyout Target 
 Lisa LaMotta Forbes.com 27-Jun-08 
 Big Pharma is facing patent expirations from some of the most  
 profitable drugs in history in 2011 and 2012. Many large  
 pharmaceuticals companies are looking for acquisitions to strengthen  
 their pipeline. 
http://www.forbes.com/2008/06/27/bristolmyers-kosan-target-markets-equity- 

 Subcategory: Miscellaneous 
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 IBM CEO Survey Shows Hunger for Change in Life Sciences 
 Kevin Davies Bio-IT World 25-Jun-08 
 Discusses survey findings on concerns expressed by life-science CEOs,  
 including availability of talent, regulatory issues (domestic and global)  
 and market factors. 
http://www.bio-itworld.com/CEO-Survey-Shows-Hunger-For-Change.html 

 Is Google Making Us Stupid? 
 Nicholas Carr The Atlantic 28-Jun-08 
 Research that once required days in the stacks or periodical rooms of  
 libraries can now be done in minutes. While that's a good thing, Carr  
 notes that his concentration often starts to drift after reading 2 or 3 pages of text. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200807/google 

 Subcategory: Patent/Intellectual Property Issues 
 RNAi Patent Revoked 
 Bio-IT World 11-Jul-08 
 Reports that Silence Therapeutics successfully opposed an RNA  
 interference European patent fundamental to Alnylam Pharmaceuticals 
 research resulting in the patent being revoked in its entirety. 
http://www.bio-itworld.com/2008/07/11/rnai-patent-revoked.html 

 

 CLINICAL TRIALS 

 Subcategory: Financial Management (not funding) 
 Woodruff: Clinica l Research Should Be More Gender-Specific 
 16-Jun-08 
 There is a critical bond between the latest research and the treatment  
 of women throughout their lifespan, says researcher. Now is the time  
 to capitalize on this relationship, catalyze womenÕs healthcare research. 
http://www.womenshealth.northwestern.edu/ 

 Subcategory: Phase 3 
 The Adaptive Advantage 
 Graham Nicholls, Damian  Applied Clinical Trials 01-Jun-08 
 McEntegart, Bill Byrom 

 Cutting Phase III development by just one month can save around $6  
 million based on average industry costs. Discusses how adaptive trials  
 can enhance dose selection and reduce time between phases. 
http://appliedclinicaltrialsonline.findpharma.com/appliedclinicaltrials/ArticleStandard/Article/detail/522056
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 DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS 

 Subcategory: Oncology 
 A Method To Evaluate Variations In Breast Cancer Susceptibility Genes 
 Bioscience Technology 09-Jul-08 
 A new test for evaluating which mutations may lead to cancer, called a  
 functional assay, could become a useful and viable tool for genetic  
 counselors, and may have implications beyond cancer. 
http://www.biosciencetechnology.com/ShowPR~PUBCODE~090~ACCT~9000000100~ISSUE 
 ~0807~RELTYPE~RLSN~PRODCODE~00000000~PRODLETT~S.html 

 Subcategory: Personalized Medicine 
 Signs of a Long Life 
 Economist 26-Jun-08 
 Predicting how diseases will progress and show how they will respond to 
 therapy, all before any symptoms are present, is the promise of more- 
 successful disease treatment through the science of metabolomics. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11614190 

 

 INDUSTRY 

 Subcategory: Big Pharma 
 Pharma 2020: Virtual R&D  
 PriceWaterhouseCoopers 01-Jun-08 
 Lists top 10 challenges facing the pharmaceuticals industry, links to  
 discussion of each challenge, executive summary of report and whitepaper. 
http://www.pwc.com/extweb/industry.nsf/docid/4817112722b1ce7085256d7c005be35b 

 Subcategory: Education 
 Biologist Teaches the NationÕs Judges About Genetics 
 Claudia Dreifus The New York Times 01-Jul-08 
 Many judges say that they fear their lack of scientific knowledge could  
 cause them to make mistakes. They say they donÕt know how to weigh  
 DNA evidence. They are afraid of being tricked by expert witnesses. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/01/science/01conv.html?_r=2&ref=science&oref=slogin&oref 

 Subcategory: Energy/ Fuel 
 Garbage In, Megawatts Out 
 Peter Fairley Technology Review 02-Jul-08 
 Ottawa, in Ontario Canada, will build the first gasification facility in  
 North America to make energy from waste. The facility employs  
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 electric-plasma torches to gasify the municipal waste and enlist the gas  
 to generate electricity. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/Energy/21029/page1/ 
 
 Solar Costs Heading Down 
 Kevin Bullis Technology Review 01-Jul-08 
 Silicon, which is derived from quartz, has accounted for up to one-third  
 the cost of a solar panel since a boom in solar power drove up the price 
 of raw materials. But an expected jump in silicon production should  
 improve solar power's economics. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/read_article.aspx?ch=specialsections&sc=solar& id=20927& 

 Subcategory: Environment 
 Compact Bulbs Made Safer 
 Carrie Arnold Chemical & Engineering News 07-Jul-08 
 Although biologically significant exposure to mercury is unlikely to  
 occur from breakage of a single compact fluorescent light bulb,  
 engineers have developed a nanoselenium material to absorb the mercury. 
http://pubs.acs.org/cen/news/86/i27/8627notw7.html 

 Clean Energy Investments Charge Forward Despite Financial Market  
 United Nations Environmental Program 01-Jul-08 
 With world temperatures and fossil fuel prices climbing higher, the  
 transition to a low-carbon society may unfold "a fundamental  
 transformation of the world's energy infrastructure." 
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=538&ArticleID=5849 

 Subcategory: Geographic focus 
 Illinois Looks to Attract More Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical  
  A. Seraphina Lin Medill Reports 05-Jun-08 
 Illinois is home to 173 pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies.  
 Factors in attracting such companies: "It's where the CEO wants to  
 live, where the venture capitalists want the company to be, and in close 
 proximity to where the technology sprang from.Ó 
http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=92909 

 

 INVESTMENTS/ GOV. SUPPORT 
 Subcategory: Education 
 Support for Masters of Science 
 Rochelle F. H. Bohaty Chemical & Engineering News 21-Jul-08 
 Congress needs to ensure that funds are directed to federal agencies to  
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 support professional science master's (PSM) degree programs in the  
 natural sciences, according to a report by the National Research Council. 
http://pubs.acs.org/cen/news/86/i29/8629notw5.html 

 

 NOVEL APPLICATIONS 

 Subcategory: Neurology 
 Laughter May Outlive HumansÑ and Even Numbers 
 Jim Holt Discover 27-Jun-08 
 What will our descendantsÕ mathematics look like? And what will make 
 them laugh? Examines the queestion: A million years from now, what  
 will prevail? 
http://discovermagazine.com/2008/jul/27-laughter-may-outlive-humans 

 

 ORGANIZATIONS 
 Subcategory: Incubators 
 Biotech Executives Help Developing Companies 
 Angela Gonzales Phoenix Business Journal 20-Jun-08 
  A group of biotech executives has created a virtual incubator to  
 support fledgling life-science companies in Arizona. This virtual  
 incubator is different from traditional incubators,in that dedicated lab  
 space is not set up until it's needed. 
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/2008/06/23/story2.html?ana=from_rss 

 

 PERSONALIZED MEDICINE 

 Subcategory: Disease Prevention 
 Taking Vitamins Based on Your Genome 
 Emily Singer Technology Review 02-Jul-08 
 Newly discovered genetic variations can impair an enzyme whose  
 malfunction has been linked to birth defects and heart disease--but  
 added nutrients can reverse the effect, according to new research. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/Biotech/21034/ 

 Subcategory: Genomics 
 Turning Personalized Medicine into Reality 
 Terri Somers San Diego.com 18-Jun-08 
 ÒNow we know what the genes are, but we still have to figure out which  
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 are important to which traits and disease...It's like having a list of parts  
 to your automobile but not knowing...how it works, but knowing that  
 the tires play a very important role.Ó 
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/business/biotech/20080618-9999-1n18person.html 

 Subcategory: Government/ Approvals 
 Gene Testing Questioned by Regulators 
 Andrew Pollack The New York Times 26-Jun-08 
 What are the standards for proving a genetic test is valid? Must a  
 doctor always be involved in ordering such tests to protect patients?  
 Some companies selling tests to consumers say people have a right to  
 know the information in their genes. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/26/business/26gene.html?_r=1&ref=health&oref=slogin 

 Subcategory: Privacy/ Records Management 
 Barriers To Genetic-Based Medicine 
 Britt E. Erickson Chemical & Engineering News 07-Jul-08 
 Barriers: concern over patient privacy as more and more genetic data  
 are generated and shared over the Internet and calls to regulate genetic  
 tests to ensure that they measure what they say they do and that results 
 are clinically meaningful. 
http://pubs.acs.org/cen/government/86/8627gov1.html 

 

 PLATFORM TECHNOLOGIES 

 Subcategory: Cell Therapy 
 Patient's Own Infection-fighting T Cells Put Late-stage Melanoma into  
 Long-term Remission Ñ  Without Chemotherapy or Radiation 
 Fred Hutchinson Cancer  18-Jun-08 
 Case is first to show safety and effectiveness of using cloned cells alone  
 to kill tumors. Cautions that findings represent only one patient with a  
 specific type of immune system whose tumor cells expressed a specific  
 antigen. Links to clinical trials. 
http://www.fhcrc.org/about/ne/news/2008/06/18/T_cells.html 

 Subcategory: Drug Discovery 
 Piece By Piece 
 Sarah Everts Chemical & Engineering News 21-Jul-08 
 More and more companies are using fragment-based lead discovery  
 (FBLD) to try to build blockbuster drugs by identifying small chemical  
 fragments, then combine or expand the fragments to make a lead with  
 stronger affinity. 



 9 

http://pubs.acs.org/cen/coverstory/86/8629cover.html 

 Subcategory: Genomics 
 Genetic haul lifts hopes on Crohn's 
 Carey Goldberg Boston Globe 07-Jul-08 
 Researchers have pinpointed 32 genes linked to Crohn's disease, a  
 serious gastrointestinal disorder that affects a half-million Americans.  
 The number may rise to 100 genes or more. 
http://www.boston.com/news/science/articles/2008/07/07/genetic_haul_lifts_hopes_on_crohns/ 

 Subcategory: Materials 
 Paper Gets a Nano Makeover 
 Prachi Patel-Predd Technology Review 16-Jun-08 
 By splitting up wood pulp into cellulose nanofibers and rearranging the  
 fibers into an entangled porous mesh, researchers have made a  
 nanopaper that is stronger than cast iron and tougher than bone. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/Nanotech/20907/ 

 Subcategory: Proteomics 
 RNA-Controlled Gene Expression 
 Celia Henry Arnaud Chemical & Engineering News 21-Jul-08 
 Researchers have identified the target of synthetic RNAs that can turn  
 gene transcription on and off. The finding could lead to new ways of  
 controlling gene expression in cells. 
http://pubs.acs.org/cen/news/86/i28/8628news5.html 

 

 RESEARCH ADVANCEMENTS 

 Subcategory: Computing Systems 
 Sampling the Delights of ISMB 2008 
 John Russell Bio-IT World 21-Jul-08 
 Reports on 16th annual Intelligent Systems for Molecular Biology  
 (ISMB) conference, where keynotes covered areas such as  
 metagenomics, in which computational tools are critical for making  
 sense of the swelling pile of sequence data. 
http://www.bio-itworld.com/2008/07/22/molecular-biology-ismb-2008.html 

 Subcategory: Education 
 Great Minds Think (Too Much) Alike  
 Economist 17-Jul-08 
 As more journals become available online, fewer articles are being cited  
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 in the reference lists of the research papers published within them.  
 Why this should be so remains unclear. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11745514 

 Subcategory: Geriatrics 
 Making Old Muscle Young 
 Jennifer Chu Technology Review 16-Jun-08 
 Manipulating stem cells in old muscle can restore youth to aging tissue,  
 according to research. May lead to novel therapies for age-related  
 diseases such as Alzheimer's and Parkinson's, as well as to the reversal  
 of the atrophying effect of aging. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/Biotech/20906/ 

 Subcategory: Imaging 
 New ORNL Process Brings Nanoparticles into Focus 
 Oak Ridge National  23-Jun-08 
 Scientists can study the biological impacts of engineered nanomaterials  
 on cells within the body with greater resolution than ever using  
 scanning near-field ultrasonic holography. 
http://www.ornl.gov/info/press_releases/get_press_release.cfm?ReleaseNumber=mr20080623-00 

 Subcategory: Microorganisms 
 Bug Hunting 
 Economist 26-Jun-08 
 Reviews classifying the microbial inhabitants of humans to find links  
 between gut bacteria and obesity and inflammation, how metabolites in  
 the gut influence the efficacy of drugs. Getting rid of gut parasites may  
 contribute to increased inflammation. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11614169 

 

 RESEARCH TOOLS 

 Subcategory: Computing Systems 
 IO Informatics Puts Semantic Web Ideas to Work 
 Bio-IT World 09-Jul-08 
 The flood of data and new data types from new instruments and the  
 growling mass of scientific literature convinced the founders of IO  
 Informatics early on that effective data management and data  
 integration were critical for productive data analysis. 
http://www.bio-itworld.com/news/2008/07/09/io-informatics-puts-semantic-web-ideas-to- 

 Make Your Data Sing Ð Literally  
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 John Russell Bio-IT World 27-Jun-08 
 Discussses how data, such as gene expression levels, is turned into  
 musical applications that could be used in biomedical research,  
 diagnostics, and for an endless variety of monitoring systems. 
http://www.bio-itworld.com/news/2008/06/27/make-data-sing.html 

 Researchers Use Supercomputer To Track Pathways In Myoglobin 
 Susan Trulove Bioscience Technology 03-Jul-08 
 An interdisciplinary team has provided a computational solution to the  
 decades-old puzzle: Exactly what paths does oxygen follow as it moves  
 in and out of myoglobin? 
http://www.biosciencetechnology.com/ShowPR~PUBCODE~090~ACCT~9000000100~ISSUE 
 ~0807~RELTYPE~RLSN~PRODCODE~00000000~PRODLETT~E.html 

 Herculean Device for Molecular Mysteries 
 JOHN MARKOFF New York Times 08-Jul-08 
 A special-purpose supercomputer intended to offer more than a  
 thousandfold increase in performance for complex molecular  
 simulations is nearing completion. Uses include analysis of protein  
 molecule folding, and  drug design. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/08/science/08comp.html?_r=1&ref=health&oref=slogin 

 Subcategory: Databases 
 The Mighty MitoCarta Ñ Online Mitochondrial Atlas Leads to Cause of  
 Inherited Disease 
 Howard Hughes Medical Institute 10-Jul-08 
 MitoCarta, an online atlas of 1,098 proteins and their expression  
 across 14 organs that healthy mitochondria use to keep cells running  
 smoothly. Tool should help researchers understand what happens when  
 things go wrong. 
http://www.hhmi.org/news/20080710mootha.html 

 Calibrating Biodiversity Using DNA Barcodes 
 Laboratorytalk 02-Jul-08 
 The ÒbarcodesÓ in living organisms are short sequences of genetic  
 material that are unique to that organism. A global DNA barcode  
 database would help in identifying new species of organism and  
 monitoring biodiversity to detecting fraud. 
http://www.laboratorytalk.com/news/eun/eun134.html 

 WikipediaÕs Gene Library 
 R&D Magazine 09-Jul-08 
 Presents foundation for a new online library on human genetics stored  
 within the existing framework of open-access encyclopedia Wikipedia.  
 Goal is to provide a uniform starting point for all genes. 
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http://www.rdmag.com/IndustryNews.aspx?CommonCount=0 - 515 

 Search Engines' Chinese Self-Censorship 
 Erica Naone Technology Review 30-Jun-08 
 Different search engines are blocking fairly different content in China.  
 If search engines are interpreting Chinese policies to decide what to  
 censor, that introduces the possibility that they may block more  
 content than is strictly necessary. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/Infotech/21016/?a=f 

 Open-Source Biomodels: Molecules First, Then the World 
 Brandon Keim Wired 22-Jul-08 
 Both a language and a program, "little b" gives systems biologists an  
 infrastructure for building and sharing models of cellular activity. 
http://blog.wired.com/wiredscience/2008/07/open-source-bio.html 

 Subcategory: Gene Sequences 
 Magnetic Genes 
 Lissa Harris Technology Review 18-Jun-08 
 Using a gene from a magnetically sensitive bacterium, scientists have  
 genetically engineered mammalian cells to produce magnetic  
 nanoparticles. Finding could give medical researchers a new way to  
 more precisely track cells in the body. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/Biotech/20938/ 

 Subcategory: Genome Sequence 
 Top DOE Joint Genome Institute 2009 Genome Sequencing Targets 
 Doe Joint Genome  02-Jul-08 
 DNA sequencing projects, 2009: Pine Tree, Boat-Boring Bivalve  
 ÒBugsÓ, Duck Weed, Oil-Producing Microalgae, Stinkbird Gut, 40  
 Others. Link to table of projects with links to "why" for each project. 
http://www.jgi.doe.gov/News/news_7_2_08.html 

 Subcategory: Human Diagnostics 
 Nanostring Ships Its First Commercial Cell Analyzer 
 Luke Timmerman Xconomy 14-Jul-08 
 Analyzer is designed to enable large-scale genetic analysis experiments,  
 that might, for example, compare 100 genes from 100 different  
 patients with diabetes to see how the patients respond to treatment. 
http://www.xconomy.com/seattle/2008/07/14/lee-hoods-proteges-strike-again-nanostring- 
 ships-its-first-commercial-cell-analyzer/ 

 Subcategory: Lab-on-a-chip/ DNA Chips/  
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 Microspheres Read DNA Microarrays 
 Celia Henry Arnaud Chemical & Engineering  07-Jul-08 
 Scientists have devised a way to use negatively charged silica  
 microspheres to detect spots on DNA microarrays where single- 
 stranded DNA hybridizes to form double-stranded DNA. The particles  
 scan the surface randomly by Brownian motion. 
http://pubs.acs.org/cen/news/86/i27/8627notw4.html 

 Subcategory: Materials 
 UNC Technology Enrolled in Hunt for Life on Mars  
 University of North Carolina 10-Jun-08 
 Scientists suspect that amino acids and other biological molecules could  
 be found on the surface of Mars. New microfluidic chips can survive the 
  equivalent of 1 million operations at temperatures ranging from 50  
 deg. C to -50 deg. C. 
http://uncnews.unc.edu/news/science-and-technology/unc-technology-enrolled-in-hunt-for-life- 
 on-mars.html 

 Subcategory: Oncology 
 About caBIGª  
 National Cancer Institute 01-Jul-08 
 The cancer Biomedical Informatics Gridª (caBIGª) is an information  
  network enabling all constituencies in the cancer community Ð  
 researchers, physicians, and patients Ð to share data and knowledge. 

 https://cabig.nci.nih.gov/overview/ 

 Subcategory: Research Supplies 
 National Gene Vector Biorepository 
 National Center for Research Resources 01-Jul-08 
 The National Gene Vector Biorepository will gather a wide variety of  
 gene therapy reagents, provide a safe and secure storage site for  
 biospecimens that must be collected to maintain compliance with Food  
 and Drug Administration. 
http://www.ncrr.nih.gov/clinical_research_resources/resource_directory/national_gene_vector_ 
 biorepository/ 

 

 STRATEGIC RELATIONSHIPS 

 Subcategory: Collaboration 
 Genzyme and PTC Sign $100 Million Deal 
 Bio-IT World 18-Jul-08 
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 Reports on a collaborative deal between PTC Therapeutics and  
 Genzyme to develop and commercialize PTCÕs novel oral therapy for  
 the genetic disorders, including Duchenne muscular dystrophy. 
http://www.bio-itworld.com/genzyme-and-PTC-sign-$100-million-deal.html 

 Stars in Their Eyes 
 Economist 26-Jun-08 
 Because of successes in public contributions in astronomy and  
 biotechnology, scientists have begun to realize that distributed human  
 brain power itself can be a useful commodity, as in working out the  
 shape of proteins. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11614176 

 Subcategory: Computing Systems 
 Professor Pevzner's Do-It -Yourself Proteomics Class 
 Howard Hughes Medical Institute 02-Jul-08 
 Describes the Undergraduate Bioinformatics E-Research Grid (UBER- 
 GRID), which will be a platform for worldwide, distributed  
 bioinformatics research projects. Every student in the world is invited  
 to collaborate. 
http://www.hhmi.org/news/20080702pevzner.html 

 Modeling Cancer at HomeÉwithout Lifting a Finger  
 R&D Magazine 30-Jun-08 
 Describes a global effort to recreate the in vivo environment of cancer  
 cells in a computer model through more than 1,000 computer users  
 worldwide contributing to the project by donating idle computer time in 
  a global effort to fight cancer. 
http://www.rdmag.com/ShowPR.aspx?PUBCODE=014&ACCT=1400000100&ISSUE=0806&R 
 ELTYPE=SOFT&PRODCODE=0000000&PRODLETT=NT&CommonCount=0 

 Subcategory: M&A Activities 
 Analysts Expect More Mergers in Life Sciences 
 Boston Globe 02-Jul-08 
 With less capital available, analysts think smaller companies will try to  
 negotiate sales to larger rivals instead of attempting initial public  

 http://www.boston.com/business/healthcare/articles/2008/07/02/analysts_expect_more_mergers 
 _in_life_sciences/ 

 Roche Makes $89 per Share Cash Offer for Rest Genentech, or $43.7 Bln Update 
 Forbes.com 21-Jul-08 
 Genentech will operate as an independent research and early  
 development center within Roche, retaining its talent and approach to  
 discovering and progressing new molecules. The combined entity will be 
  the 7th largest U.S. pharmaceuticals company. 
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http://www.forbes.com/afxnewslimited/feeds/afx/2008/07/21/afx5233390.html 

 

 THERAPEUTIC CATEGORY 

 Subcategory: Cardiology/ Vascular Diseases 
 Internet-Based Care Aids Blood Pressure Control 
 Baseline 25-Jun-08 
 Advice and medications delivered via the Internet, along with home  
 blood pressure  monitoring, lets people with high blood pressure get  
 their condition under control, especially middle-aged, working people. 
http://www.baselinemag.com/c/a/Health-Care/InternetBased-Care-Aids-Blood-Pressure-Control/ 

 Subcategory: Food 
 Of Sommeliers and Stomachs 
 Economist 03-Jul-08 
 Pairing red wines with red meat appears to be more than just a matter  
 of taste. If the two mix in the stomach, compounds in the wine thwart  
 the formation of harmful chemicals that are released when meat is  
 digested. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11662560 

 Food for Thought 
 Economist 17-Jul-08 
 Some foods, says scientist, are like pharmaceutical compounds; their  
 effects are so profound that the mental health of entire countries may  
 be linked to them. While eating well is a key to a healthy brain,  
 overeating puts oxidative stress on the brain. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11745528 

 Subcategory: Oncology 
 Better Than Cure 
 Economist 19-Jun-08 
 In men with early prostate cancer, low-fat, whole-food, plant-based  
 diet, stress management, moderate exercise, "psychosocial group  
 support" the activity of 500+ genes was altered in the prostate in a way 
 that might be expected to help fight cancer. 
http://www.economist.com/science/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11579121 
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